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REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH, 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1896, 

— - — - - — 

TO  THE  LYTHAM  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  my  Annual 
Report  on  the  health  and  sanitary  condition  of  the  Lytham 
Urban  District  during  the  year  1896. 

It  gives  full  particulars  of  the  vital  statistics,  the  steps 
taken  to  improve  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  district 
during  the  year,  and  the  schemes  formed  or  suggested  for 
benefiting  the  inhabitants  in  the  future. 

This  year  having  been  a  very  busy  one  for  the 
Council,  who  have  seriously  taken  in  hand  many  subjects 
involving  the  future  well-being  of  the  District,  my  Report 
has  of  necessity  become  more  lengthy  than  on  previous 
occasions. 

Great  benefit  will  no  doubt  arise  from  the  action  of 
the  Council  in  opposing  the  Fylde  Waterworks  Bill,  and 
the  Ribble  Bill,  before  the  Select  Committees  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  when  valuable  concessions  were  obtained 
which  will  tend  to  raise  Lytham  still  higher  in  the  list  of 
favourite  health  resorts. 
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The  removal  of  the  District  Council  to  new  offices 
from  the  very  insanitary  ones  previously  occupied  has  been 
a  great  success. 

In  consequence  of  the  sanitary  staff  having  offices 
where  complaints  can  be  lodged,  72  ratepayers  have  availed 
themselves  of  our  aid.  Some  complaints  were  very  trivial  ; 
still  we  welcome  them  as  a  sign  that  the  inhabitants  at  large 
are  becoming  interested  in  the  better  sanitation  of  their 
homes. 


The  District  under  your  control  is  steadily  increasing 
in  importance,  there  being  now  1,147  houses  inhabited,  as 
compared  with  1,057  this  time  last  year,  and  825  in  1881. 
Many  plans  for  new  buildings  have  been  submitted  to,  and 
passed  by,  your  Committee,  and  a  further  large  increase  of 
the  rateable  value  of  the  town  may  therefore  be  expected 
next  year. 

Many  of  the  opinions  I  here  express  on  various  topics 
have  already  been  laid  before  you  in  my  Monthly  Reports. 
I  venture,  however,  to  repeat  them  as  they  apply  to  the  work 
done  in  the  twelve  months,  and  for  the  sake  of  comparison 
I  have  kept  the  subjects  as  nearly  as  possible  in  the  same 
order  as  in  my  previous  Reports. 

I  remain,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


J.  H.  JENKINS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 


Lytham,  January  2nd,  1897. 
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Population. 

The  resident  inhabitants,  as  distinct  from  the  visitors, 
were  estimated  to  number  in  the  middle  of  the  year,  5,285 — 
a  decided  increase  on  the  estimated  population  for  1895.  This 
number  will  probably  be  largely  surpassed  next  year,  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  the  rapid  development  of  the  town,  especially  in 
theN.E.  and  S.W.  wards.  In  my  last  Annual  Report  I  pointed 
out  that  the  age  distribution  of  the  people  in  this  district  had 
changed  greatly  during  the  last  few  years,  and  that  this  would 
soon  influence  the  birth  and  death  rates.  I  find  that  this  change 
in  the  rates  is  already  becoming  noticeable,  and  in  conse- 
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quence  of  the  influx  of  young  people  to  the  town  the  birth 
rate  is  high,  whilst  the  death  rate  has  at  the  same  time  fallen 
considerably. 


The  distribution  of  the  5,285  inhabitants  in  Wards 
was  as  follows  : 


NORTH  EAST  WARD 
NORTH  WEST  WARD 
SOUTH  EAST  WARD 
SOUTH  WEST  WARD 


1,390 

1,425 

1,265 

1,205 


5>285 

Mortality. 

Seventy-four  deaths  were  registered  during  the  year, 
27  males,  47  females,  including  17  deaths  of  visitors,  giving  a 
general  death  rate  of  14*0  per  1,000.  When  these  deaths  of 
visitors  are  deducted  there  remain  57  deaths  of  residents,  a 
death  rate  of  10*7  per  1,000. 
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The  average  rate  for  the  last  five  years  was  15 ‘2,  and 
for  the  ten  years  before  that  14*6  per  1,000. 


Date. 

Death  R\te  From 

All  Causes. 

Zymotic  Diseases. 

1881  to  1890  (average) 
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o*6 

M 

00 

MO 

00 

i5'7 

°*4 

#  1894 

I3‘2 

O'O 

i895 

*5*  1 

0*8 

1896 

M 

q 

~~Jr 

O'O 

Average  for  last  6  years. 

I4'5 

°"4 

Only  one  death  was  registered  as  being  caused  by  one 
of  the  notifiable  zymotic  diseases,  and  that  was  the  case  of 
a  resident  of  another  district  who  was  admitted  to  the  Cottage 
Hospital  when  in  a  dying  state.  This  death  should  be 
counted  in  the  district  whence  the  patient  came.  The 
zymotic  death  rate  is  therefore  nil  for  the  year. 

The  deaths  of  residents,  exclusive  of  visitors,  from 
Tuberculosis  numbered  7,  or  a  Tubercular  death  rate  of  1*3 
per  1,000. 

Seventeen  children  died  before  completing  their  first 
year,  22-9  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths.  The  proportion  of 
intants  who  died  under  one  year  of  age,  to  the  number  of  the 
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births  was  150*4  to  1,000.  The  causes  assigned  for  this  large 
mortality  among  the  young,  were — 


Bronchitis  . 

Pneumonia  . 

Influenza . 

Convulsions _ 

Marasmus . 

Meningitis  . 

Spinal  Meningitis 
Pyaemia  . 


3 

2 

1 

4 

3 

2 

I 

I 
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Twenty-one  persons,  28*3  percent,  of  the  total  deaths, 
reached  60  or  more  years.  Three  were  over  80. 


One  inquest  was  held  on  a  case  of  accidental 
drowning. 

Births. 

1 13  Births,  58  boys  and  55  girls,  have  been  registered. 
Thirty-nine  more  births  than  deaths,  or  a  natural  increase  of 
the  population  of  39.  A  birth  rate  of  20  9  per  1000. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  births  and 
the  birth  rate  since  1887 


Date. 

Number  of  Births. 

Birth  Rate 

1887 

00 

0 

M 

24*0 

1888 

98 

21 '5 
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98 
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87 
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00 

^0 

w 

94 
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92 
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1894 

98 
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i895 
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2 1*7 

1896 
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20*9 

Average  for  the  10  years  99*4 


20*7 
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Zymotic  Diseases. 

Fifteen  cases  of  illness  have  been  notified,  caused  by 
one  of  the  infectious  disorders. 

The  accompanying  table  shows  the  number  of  cases 
of  disease  of  this  class  that  have  been  notified  since  the 
Infectious  Diseases  (Notification)  Act  came  into  force  here 
in  August,  1890  : — 


The  number  of  notifications  has  been  steadily  decreas¬ 
ing,  but  the  cases  notified  cannot  be  compared  with  the 
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Zymotic  death  rate  for  the  same  time,  as  all  cases  notified, 
whether  of  visitors  or  residents,  are  counted,  whilst  the 
deaths  of  visitors  are  not  included  when  calculating  the 
corrected  death  rate. 

There  have  been  no  cases  reported  of  either  Cholera, 
Smallpox,  Diphtheria,  Membranous  Croup,  Typhus,  Con¬ 
tinued,  and  Relapsing  Fever. 

*  Enteric  Fever. 

Although  this  disease  was  constantly  present  in  times 
past,  this  year  only  one  case,  and  that  of  a  very  mild  type, 
has  been  reported.  Whether  this  improvement  is  due  to  the 
thorough  disinfection  of  the  sewers  last  year  by  the  Hermite 
process  when  in  use  here,  or  whether  it  is  to  be  accounted 
for  by  the  colder  autumn  we  have  experienced,  which  kept 
the  temperature  of  the  subsoil  below  that  at  which  the 
typhoid  bacillus  thrives  and  multiplies,  it  is  hard  to  determine. 
The  fact,  however,  remains,  and  should  be  a  subject  for 
congratulation. 

Scarlatina. 

Seven  cases,  all  of  a  mild  character,  were  notified. 
Two  in  January  in  the  same  family,  possibly  infected  from  an 
undiagnosed  case  where  only  sore  throat  was  complained  of. 
Two  in  April,  boys  who  attended  the  same  school  ;  one  in 
June,  one  in  August,  and  one  in  November  ;  in  the  last  case 
the  infection  was  brought  from  a  distance  by  a  servant. 
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It  will  be  impossible  to  prevent  occasional  cases 
occurring  until  the  Notification  Act  is  universally  adopted 
in  this  country.  Strangers  arrive  in  our  midst,  bringing 
convalescents  with  them  whose  disease  has  never  been  made 
known  to  any  Sanitary  Authority.  By  the  time  that  they 
come  here,  they  are  so  far  on  the  road  to  recovery  that  it  is 
hard  to  detect  anything  wrong,  although  they  may  still  be 
infectious  and  dangerous  to  others.  Had  the  case  been 
notified,  they  would  never  have  been  allowed  to  travel  as 
long  as  there  remained  any  chance  of  infection. 

Puerperal  Fever. 

One  case  has  been  notified,  and  she  was  a  resident  of 
a  neighbouring  town,  who  was  brought  to  the  Cottage 
Hospital  here  and  admitted  when  in  a  hopeless  condition. 

Erysipelas. 

Intimation  has  been  sent  me  of  six  cases  of  this 
disorder.  They  were  all  mild  cases,  but  in  consequence  of 
their  being  made  known,  the  premises  were  inspected  and 
some  insanitary  conditions  discovered  and  remedied. 

Tuberculosis. 

No  information  is  obtainable  of  the  number  of  patients 
suffering  from  this  disease  living  in  the  town,  but  1 1  deaths 
were  certified  as  being  so  caused.  Only  seven  of  these  were 
residents,  the  remainder  being  visitors  who  had  been  removed 
here  in  search  of  a  mild  climate  when  already  prostrated  by 
the  malady. 
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The  ages  varied  from  io  to  72  years,  the  latter 
being  an  exceptionally  advanced  age  for  any  one  to  reach 
who  suffered  from  tuberculosis. 

Some  good  might  be  done  if  a  circular  were  sent  to 
the  occupiers  of  premises  where  a  death  was  ascertained  to 
have  occurred,  giving  instructions  as  to  the  best  means  to  be 
used  for  disinfecting  the  rooms,  &c. 

Measles  and  Whooping  Cough. 

These  are  not  included  among  the  complaints  that 
have  to  be  reported,  and  as  no  deaths  from  either  illness 
have  been  registered,  I  have  no  official  cognizance  of  any 
cases,  though  I  have  heard  of  a  few  mild  cases  of  measles 
being  present  in  the  Spring. 

Influenza. 

was  prevalent  among  children  during  the  last  month  of  the 
year,  and  one  death  was  recorded. 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies. 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  I  note  that  the  improvement 
in  cleanliness,  ventilation,  and  disposal  of  refuse,  reported 
last  year,  has  been  maintained  and  that  there  has  been  a 
willingness  on  the  part  of  the  cow-keepers  to  carry  out  any 
suggestions  made  to  them.  I  should  be  happy,  however,  to 
see  more  light  and  cubic  space  per  cow  in  several  of  the 
shippons,  and  a  better  water  supply  to  some  of  the  farms. 
The  habit  of  driving  the  cows  in  to  be  milked  tends  to  the 
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soiling  of  the  footpaths.  If  it  were  possible  to  compel  the 
owners  to  cleanse  the  side  walks  in  these  cases,  it  would 
render  them  and  their  servants  more  careful  to  keep  the 
cattle  from  straying  on  the  pavements,  and  add  to  the  general 
cleanliness  of  the  town. 

Pig  Keeping. 

The  number  of  people  keeping  pigs  in  contravention 
of  the  bye-laws  is  slowly  decreasing,  and  several  who 
formerly  did  so  have  discontinued  the  practice.  The  case 
reported  last  year,  where  a  pig-stye  adjoined  a  dwelling,  was 
dealt  with,  and  after  several  notices  were  served  the  owner 
was  summoned  to  appear  before  the  justices,  at  Kirkham, 
who  made  an  order  for  the  immediate  abatement  of  the 
nuisance. 

Slaughter-Houses. 

These  have  been  frequently  inspected,  and  I  have  had 
occasion  to  draw  your  attention  to  them  in  my  monthly 
reports. 

In  the  first  place  as  regards  situation,  their  position, 
which  was  no  doubt  well  chosen  when  they  were  built,  has 
become  very  unsuitable  on  account  of  the  new  dwelling- 
houses  erected  in  their  vicinity.  Several  complaints  have 
been  received  from  residents  in  Cleveland  Road,  of  nuisances 
and  unpleasantness  when  animals  were  being  slaughtered. 

Next,  their  number  and  construction.  The  accom¬ 
modation  has  undoubtedly  become  inadequate  for  the 
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number  of  butchers  that  are  establishing  themselves  in  the 
rapidly  increasing  town.  As  it  is,  some  of  the  slaughter¬ 
houses  are  used  by  more  than  one  firm,  and  it  becomes  a 
matter  of  great  difficulty  for  the  Inspector  to  bring  home  any 
breach  of  the  regulations  to  the  real  culprits. 

The  lairs  are  not  sufficiently  numerous,  and  it  is 
consequently  difficult  to  keep  them  as  clean  as  they  should 
be. 

The  walls  of  the  slaughter-houses  themselves,  though 
they  are  lime-washed  by  the  tenants  on  the  dates  prescribed 
by  your  bye-laws,  are,  as  I  have  before  pointed  out,  not 
impervious  to  moisture,  and  cannot  therefore  be  thoroughly 
cleansed  as  they  should  be  after  each  time  the  place  is  used. 

The  yard  is  badly  paved,  and  in  a  wet  season  such  as 
we  have  experienced  small  pools  of  liquid  filth  are  left, 
which  give  off  unpleasant  odours. 

There  is  on  the  premises  a  catch-pit  for  the  more 
solid  portions  of  the  drainage.  This  is,  in  my  opinion,  far 
too  large,  as  a  great  quantity  of  refuse  is  thus  permitted  to 
collect  and  ferment. 

Although  the  bye-laws  and  regulations  have  been 
more  loyally  carried  out  this  year  than  heretofore  by  the 
individual  tenants,  still  there  is  no  method  in  their  proceed¬ 
ings,  and  there  is  a  tendency  to  shift  the  blame  for  any 
nuisance  that  arises  on  to  some  one  else’s  shoulders.  To 
remedy  this  I  would  suggest  that  the  Council  appoint  some 
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competent  man  as  general  caretaker,  who  would  be  always 
on  the  spot  to  assist  the  butchers  and  to  see  that  general 
cleanliness  was  maintained.  He  would  also  be  able  at  once 
to  communicate  with  the  Medical  Officer  in  case  of  any 
diseased  animal  being  brought  there  to  be  slaughtered. 

Though  I  have  frequently  visited  the  place  I  am  glad 
to  report  that  I  have  never  yet  found  any  diseased  meat 
there,  nor  any  calling  for  magisterial  condemnation. 

Doubtless  before  long  it  will  be  found  advisable  to 
remove  these  slaughter-houses,  and  to  construct  a  public 
abattoir  at  a  greater  distance  from  residential  property. 

Bake-Houses. 

By  the  new  Factory  and  Workshops  Act,  1895, 
the  bake-houses  come  under  the  regulations  which  formerly 
only  applied  to  towns  with  5000  inhabitants,  and  where 
others  than  the  family  of  the  occupier  are  employed,  the 
regulations  as  to  exhibiting  rules,  lists  of  employees,  &c., 
must  be  complied  with. 

Whenever  visited,  the  bake-houses  have  been  found 
clean  and  satisfactory. 

Workshops. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  now  to  co-operate 
with  Her  Majesty’s  Inspector  of  Factories,  and  to  report  to 
him  any  breach  of  the  regulations  that  comes  under  his 
notice  whilst  making  his  inspections. 
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The  workshops  have  been  well  conducted,  and  so  far 
I  have  had  no  reason  to  make  complaint. 

Drainage. 

This  important  subject  has  been  constantly  before  the 
Council,  and  numerous  schemes  have  been  submitted  for 
consideration. 

After  the  trial  of  the  Hermite  system  was  discontinued 
last  autumn,  the  state  of  the  Liggard  Brook  gradually 
deteriorated  until  in  May  it  was  more  foul  than  ever  before  ; 
the  Council  gave  orders  for  it  to  be  cleaned  out  and  the 
worst  of  the  deposit  removed.  This  was  done,  but  produced 
only  a  very  temporary  improvement.  The  plans  and 
schemes  which  had  been  considered  by  the  Improvement 
Commissioners  were  again  gone  through  and  carefully 
discussed,  with  the  result  that  Messrs.  Newton  &  Son  were 
requested  to  draw  up  a  scheme  and  estimate  for  diverting 
the  sewage  from  Liggard  Brook  and  treating  it  by  pre¬ 
cipitation.  These  gentlemen  furnished  plans  for  a  scheme  in 
which  the  option  of  one  of  three  sites  was  offered 
for  the  precipitation  tanks  and  pumping  station.  The 
Committee  having  decided  on  the  site  they  thought  most 
appropriate,  estimates  were  sent  in.  The  question  was 
then  raised  as  to  which  would  be  the  best  form  of  pre¬ 
cipitant  to  use,  and  a  Sub-Committee  was  appointed  to  visit 
various  Precipitation  Works,  and  to  see  for  themselves  how 
other  Corporations  managed. 
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The  result  of  these  visits  was  that  the  Sub-Committee 
returned  thoroughly  disillusioned  of  the  treatment  of  sewage 
by  precipitation  and  filtration,  as  they  perceived  that 
however  carefully  the  works  might  be  planned,  and 
the  processes  of  purification  of  the  effluent  water  carried 
out,  there  remained  after  all  the  question  of  how  to  dispose 
of  the  sludge.  This  being  the  drawback  to  all  proposals 
for  the  chemical  treatment  of  sewage,  no  method  having 
yet  been  devised  by  which  the  solids  deposited  during  the 
clarification  of  the  fluid  could  be  removed  and  disposed  of 
without  great  expense  and  risk  of  causing  a  more  or  less 
dangerous  nuisance. 

At  the  request  of  the  Committee  I  visited  several 
other  places  to  learn  how  they  disposed  of  the  contents  of 
their  sewers.  Among  others  I  went  in  company  with  the 
Surveyor  to  Kingston-on-Thames  to  ascertain  the  suitability 
or  otherwise  of  the  A.B.C.  process  as  worked  by  the  British 
Guano  Co.  for  adaptation  to  Lytham. 

There  we  found  a  commercial  company  who  for  a 
price  took  the  whole  of  the  sewage,  treated  it  their  own  way, 
and  undertook  to  dispose  of  the  products  without  causing 
danger  or  annoyance  to  the  community.  This  company 
gave  a  rou^h  estimate  of  what  they  would  charge  to  treat 
the  sewage  of  Lytham  in  the  same  way,  and  offered,  if  the 
Committee  wished,  to  give  a  detailed  estimate  of  cost  and 
expenses.  The  Committee,  however,  decided  that  the  cost 
would  be  too  great,  and  did  not  entertain  their  offer. 
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The  proposal  to  treat  the  sewage  by  precipitation  and 
filtration  being  abandoned,  the  Sewer-Outfall  Committee 
turned  their  attention  to  a  scheme  for  removing  the  outfall 
from  its  present  position  in  the  Liggard  Brook,  making  certain 
necessary  structural  alterations  in  the  main  sewer,  and 
raising  the  sewage  by  means  of  pumps  to  a  retaining  tank, 
whence  it  could  be  discharged  on  the  ebb  tide. 

This  plan  met  with  the  approval  of  the  majority  of 
the  Committee,  who  recommended  that  the  Council  should 
take  the  necessary  steps  to  obtain  the  sanction  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  to  their  borrowing  the  money  necessary 
for  its  adoption.  This  course  was  resolved  upon  at  a  special 
meeting  of  the  Council  in  October. 

I  feel  again  compelled  to  express  my  regret  at  the 
decision  of  the  Council,  as  although  the  structural  alterations 
to  the  outfall  and  drains  are  undoubtedly  necessary,  and  will 
have  to  be  made  whatever  plan  of  disposal  be  adopted,  the 
discharge  of  crude  sewage  into  the  estuary  to  the  east  of  the 
own  at  ebb-tide,  will  in  my  opinion  cause  a  greater  nuisance 
and  danger  to  Lytham,  even  than  its  discharge  as  at  present 
into  Liggard  Brook. 

The  existing  state  of  things  virtually  converts  the 
brook,  from  the  tide-gate  under  the  Preston  Road  to  the 
Railway  Bridge,  into  a  settling  tank,  where  the  greater  part 
of  the  solid  matter  in  the  sewage  is  deposited.  This  is  very 
bad,  and  constitutes  a  great  danger  to  health;  still  the  fluid 
which  escapes  into  the  estuary,  and  is  carried  by  the  receding 
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tide  past  the  front  of  the  town,  is  comparatively  free  from  faecal 
matter;  whereas  by  the  proposed  scheme  the  entire  contents 
of  the  sewers  will  in  future  discharge  into  the  tidal  water, 
and  be  conveyed  towards  the  sea,  depositing  as  it  goes  along 
the  shore  in  front  of  the  town. 

It  is  the  experience  of  towns  which  discharge  their 
sewage  right  out  to  sea,  that,  unless  a  very  strong  and  steady 
current  is  setting  off  shore,  some  of  the  excremental  matter 
is  washed  back  on  to  the  beach  at  certain  states  of  the  wind 
and  tide.  This  is  much  more  liable  to  be  the  case  where  the 
objectionable  ingredients  are  added  to  the  water  pent  up  in  a 
river  mouth.  And  it  has  been  conclusively  proved  in  the 
Thames,  Clyde,  Mersey,  and  elsewhere  that  before  long  the 
per  centage  of  impurity  rapidly  increases  in  the  water 
immediately  above  and  below  the  outfall  sewer,  and  this  belt 
of  impure  water  oscillates  backwards  and  forwards,  receding 
with  the  ebb  but  returning  with  the  next  rise  of  the  tide.  It 
is  therefore  to  be  feared  that  should  the  proposed  scheme  be 
adopted,  before  very  long  there  would  be  a  belt  of  polluted 
water  lying  off  the  coast,  and  daily  being  carried  backward 
and  forward  in  front  of  our  shores. 

Of  late  years,  it  has  been  proved  beyond  a  doubt  that 
certain  shell  fish,  oysters  and  mussels,  when  living  in  water 
contaminated  with  sewage  frequently  retain  in  themselves 
the  microbes  of  disease  carried  down  in  the  sewage.  When 
these  shell-fish  are  eaten,  as  they  nearly  invariably  are,  raw 
and  uncooked,  these  microbes  are  transmitted  to  fresh 
human  beings  who,  in  due  course,  fall  victims  to  the  disease. 
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As  you  have  on  your  foreshore  a  bed  of  mussels,  it 
becomes  a  serious  question  whether  as  guardians  ^  of  the 
public  health  you  do  not  incur  a  serious  moral  responsibility, 
if  you  deliberately  supply  these  molluscs  with  sewage, 
possibly  contaminated  by  disease  organisms,  which  may 
thus  be  conveyed  to  some  innocent  pleasure  seeker  on  your 
sands,  and  by  him  carried  to  start  a  serious  epidemic  in  some 
populous  manufacturing  centre. 

There  is  little  doubt  but  that  before  many  years  are 
passed  public  opinion,  if  not  the  legislature,  will  make  it  to 
the  interest  of  all  towns,  sea-side  as  well  as  inland,  to  so 
treat  their  sewage  that  nothing  but  virtually  pure  water  will 
be  discharged  into  rivers  or  the  sea.  This  being  the  case,  is 
it  advisable  to  expend  a  large  sum  of  money  on  works  that 
will  then  have  to  be  altered  ? 

Refuse  Removal. 

The  plan  of  having  the  ash-bin  refuse  removed  by  the 
men  employed  by  the  Council  is  still  continued,  and  has 
worked  fairly  satisfactorily.  There  were,  however,  a  few 
complaints  during  the  summer  that  the  receptacles  were  not 
emptied  as  often  as  they  should  have  been.  The  refuse, 
when  collected,  is  tipped  on  the  Marsh  and  covered  with  gas 
lime,  and  has  on  many  occasions  been  the  cause  of  a  great 

nuisance  to  the  dwellers  in  Dock  Cottages,  and  to  the  work- 

/ 

people  at  the  ship  yard  and  steam  laundry. 

As  the  tips  there  are  nearly  filled  up,  and  no  other 
convenient  place  is  available,  the  Council  have  had  under 
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consideration  the  question  of  providing  a  destructor,  and 
estimates  for  one  in  connection  with  the  proposed  sewage 
scheme  were  submitted  by  Messrs.  Newton,  it  being 
proposed  to  use  the  heat  produced  by  the  combustion  of  the 
refuse  to  generate  the  steam  to  work  the  pumps.  I  fear, 
however,  that  the  estimate  does  not  provide  for  a  sufficiently 
high  chimney  to  insure  that  no  nuisance  shall  be  created  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  works. 

Nuisances. 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  accompanying  tables  supplied 
by  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  384  nuisances  have  been  dealt 
with.  In  one  case,  the  owner  of  the  property  was  summoned 
for  not  having  fulfilled  the  requirements  of  a  notice  to  put  a 
defective  pan-closet  in  proper  sanitary  repair.  He  merely 
repaired  the  old  pan  and  provided  it  with  a  very  feeble  water 
flush.  I  gave  evidence,  that  although  the  nuisance  was 
temporarily  abated  it  was  likely  to  recur,  but  the  Justices 
refused  to  make  an  order. 

isolation  Hospitals. 

Two  Joint  Boards  have  now  been  formed,  one  con¬ 
sisting  of  representatives  from  the  Fylde,  Garstang,  and 
Preston  Unions  to  provide  a  small-pox  hospital ;  and  the 
other  formed  from  delegates  from  the  Fleetwood,  Lytham, 
Kirkham,  and  St.  Anne’s  Urban  District  Councils  and  the 
Fylde  Rural  District  Council  to  provide  two  hospitals  for 
infectious  cases  other  than  small-pox. 
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The  long  needed  accommodation  seems  therefore 
likely  to  be  provided  next  year,  and  will  place  the  con¬ 
tributory  districts  on  a  much  safer  basis  as  regards  their 
precautions  against  the  spread  of  infectious  diseases. 

K 

Water  Supply. 

On  the  1 2th  of  March,  together  with  the  Medical 
Officers  of  Health  of  Blackpool,  Fleetwood,  and  St.  Annes, 
I  visited  the  water  works  of  the  Fylde  Water  Works  Co., 
and  found  that  none  of  the  water  supplied  to  Lytham  was 
filtered.  From  the  20th  to  the  25th  of  the  same  month  I 
was  present  and  gave  evidence  before  the  Select  Committee 
of  the  House  of  Commons  in  opposition  to  a  Bill  promoted 
by  the  above  Company  for  increased  powers. 

In  consequence  of  the  opposition  the  following  clauses 
were  inserted  in  the  new  Act : — 

“  The  Company  shall  effectually  filter  all  water  before  the 
same  shall  be  put  into  their  pipes  for  distribution,  and 
shall  forthwith  proceed  to  execute  and  after  executing 
thereof  shall  for  ever  maintain  such  further  filter 
beds  or  other  works  in  addition  to  those  prescribed 
by  the  Act  of  1891  as  may  be  necessary  for  the 
purposes  aforesaid.” 

“  The  Company  shall  supply  water  for  sanitary  purposes  to 
any  Corporation  or  Urban  District  Council  at  a  rate 
not  exceeding  sixpence  per  1000  gallons.” 
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It  is  now  proposed  that  the  Joint  Authorities  purchase 
the  Water  Works,  &c.,  from  the  Company,  and  thus  gain 
control  over  this  most  important  article  of  diet. 

During  the  autumn  complaints  have  been  made  to  me 
of  various  living  animalcules  being  present  in  the  drinking 
water,  and  specimens  have  been  sent  me  which  clearly  prove 
the  necessity  for  proper  filtration. 

The  water  as  gathered  from  the  hills  is  a  remarkably 
good  and  pure  water,  but,  as  the  Chairman  of  the  Select 
Committee  said  when  giving  his  decision,  “  the  water  has  not 
always  been  delivered  as  it  ought  to  have  been.”  It  is  there¬ 
fore  to  be  hoped  that  should  the  Joint  Committee  become 
the  owners  of  the  water,  they  will  supply  the  consumers 
with  a  wholesome  article  in  a  condition  fit  for  use. 

IVSeteorology. 

Thanks  to  the  courtesy  of  Mr.  Maries,  I  have  been 
allowed  to  place  the  screen  for  my  instruments  in  his  nursery 
garden,  in  front  of  the  Railway  Station.  The  observations 
have  been  taken  daily,  and  the  ensuing  tables  and  chart  have 
been  prepared  from  them. 

The  highest  temperature  recorded  in  the  shade  was 
85°  F.  on  June  16th,  and  the  lowest  was  190  on  December  22nd. 
The  total  rain  fall  was  equal  to  37*58  inches,  and  the  greatest 
fall  in  any  24  hours  took  place  before  9-30  a.m.  on  July  ioth, 
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when  i -54  inches  were  measured.  On  October  the  6th  the 
coast  was  visited  by  a  violent  storm,  the  wind  being  from 
S.W.,  and  the  tide  being  the  highest  for  the  year.  Great 
damage  was  caused  to  the  promenade  and  to  the  embank¬ 
ment  at  Fairhaven. 

An  earthquake  was  felt  here  at  5-35  in  the  morning  of 
December  17th. 

On  192  occasions  o’oi  of  an  inch  ol  rain  or  more  was 
recorded,  and  174  days  were  so  dry  that  even  that  small 
amount  of  moisture  was  not  found  in  the  gauge. 
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Month. 

Total  depth 
in  inches 

Greatest  Fall  in  24  hours. 

Number  of  days 
on  which  ‘oi  of 
an  inch  or  more 
fell. 

Depth. 

Date. 

January . . 

I  '28 

'31 

25 

!3 

February  . 

ri3 

•27 

29 

1 6 

March  . . 

4-64 

•57 

T4 

27 

April . . 

1'32 

•24 

1 1 

14 

May  . . . 

'95 

*32 

22 

5 

June  . . . 

2-92 

*6o 

23 

H 

July  . 

5  28 

1'54 

10 

14 

August  . 

2-85 

'60 

19 

16 

September  ... 

5  '35 

•87 

25 

23 

October  _ _ 

$'i6 

70 

19 

18 

November  ... 

1  ‘92 

•86 

8 

10 

December ...... 

478 

I  'OO 

30 

22 

Total  ..  ... 

37'58 

•  •  • 

192 

Year. 

Total  depth 
in  inches. 

Greatest  Fall  in  24  hours. 

Number  of  days 
on  which  'oi  of 
an  inch  or  more 
fell. 

Depth. 

Date. 

1877 

52-63 

2-66 

July 

14 

253 

1878 

33'36 

r33 

Sept. 

22 

225 

1879 

34*32 

Aug. 

8 

246 

1880 

32  18 

1  "6o 

Oct. 

27 

210 

l88l 

42-o8 

1  *69 

Aug. 

29 

22  5 

1882 

4o-53 

I  "22 

Aug. 

28 

249 

1883 

3r93 

I  -46 

Sept. 

20 

232 

1884 

31'01 

.1-03 

Mar. 

4 

228 

1885 

30-48 

roi 

Nov. 

2 

237 

1886 

40  17 

I  "20 

Dec. 

1 1 

243 

1887 

23-60 

”88 

May 

19 

200 

1888 

2838 

1*19 

July 

2 

2  44 

1889 

29-09 

76 

July 

24 

241 

189O 

31 79 

'97 

Aug. 

22 

219 

1891 

34'56 

1-76 

Aug. 

2 

198 

1892  ) 

i«93  f 

No  record 

1894  ) 

189S 

29*40 

I  "02 

Aug. 

27 

173 

1896 

37*58 

I*54 

July 

10 

192 

Average  for  the  17 

recorded  years 

34’29 

224 
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Notices  Served  on  Owners  of  Premises  during 

the  Year  1896. 


Warning  and  Verbal 
Notices 

Served  by  Inspector. 

j-t 

O 

Final 

Notices 

fromC’uncil 

NATURE  OF  NOTICE. 

Number  Served. 

Verbal  Notices. 

Written  Notices. 

1 

Number  complied  with 

before  service 
of  Final  Notice. 

Number  reported  to  Gen 

Purposes  Committee. 

Number  Served. 

Number  complied  with. 

Total  Number  of  Notice: 

complied  with. 

To  remove  insanitary  “  Pan  ”  Water- 
closet  . 

25 

25 

12 

13 

!3 

13 

25 

To  repair  defective  Water-closet  . 

18 

3 

15 

14 

4 

4 

4 

18 

To  provide  proper  Ventilating  Pipe  to 
Soil  Pipe  . 

35 

35 

13 

22 

22 

22 

35 

To  re-drain  Premises,  and  to  abolish 
Defective  Drain  . . 

3 

3 

3 

3 

To  repair  Defective  Drain  . 

10 

5 

5 

9 

1 

1 

1 

10 

To  remove  Defective  Gully  Trap,  and  to 
substitute  Proper  Gully  Trap  . 

4 

4 

3 

1 

1 

1 

4 

To  provide  Intercepting  Trap  to  Drain 

39 

5 

34 

18 

21 

21 

21 

39 

To  remove  Trap  from  foot  of  Soil  F  ipe 

32 

. .  . 

32 

1 1 

21 

21 

21 

32 

To  disconnect  Rain  Water  Pipes  . 

34 

2 

32 

16 

18 

18 

18 

34 

To  disconnect  Bath  and  Lavatory  Waste 
Pipe  . 

23 

23 

19 

4 

4 

4 

23 

To  disconnect  Slop-stone  Waste  Pipe  ... 

3 

1 

2 

3 

... 

.  .  . 

♦  •  • 

3 

To  convert  Privy  into  Water-closet  . . 

7 

1 

6 

5 

2 

2 

2 

7 

To  repair,  &c.,  Defective  Ash-pits  . 

6 

.  .  . 

6 

6 

. . . 

.  .  . 

... 

6 

To  provide  Sanitary  Ash-pail  . 

10 

2 

8 

6 

4 

4 

4 

10 

To  repair  Defective  Spouting  on  Roof  ... 

3 

2 

1 

3 

... 

•  •  • 

..  . 

3 

To  abate  Nuisance  arising  from  Leakage 
of  Coal  Gas  . . . 

1 

1 

1 

•  •  « 

1 

To  provide  Proper  Flushing  Apparatus 
to  Water-closet  . 

3 

1 

2 

1 

2 

2 

2 

3 

To  repair  Defective  Flushing  Apparatus 

1 1 

5 

6 

10 

1 

1 

1 

11 

To  repair  Defective  Soil  Pipe  . 

15 

14 

1 

15 

... 

... 

... 

15 

To  put  Back  Passage  in  a  Sanitary 
Condition  . 

2 

... 

2 

2 

... 

... 

... 

2 

284 

45 

239 

170 

114 

114 

114 

284 

26 


Notices  served  on  Occupiers  during:  the  year  1896. 


NATURE  OF  NOTICE. 

Warning  and  Verbal 
Notices 

Served  by  Inspector. 

Number  reported  to  General 

Purposes  Committee. 

Final 

Notice 

fromC’uncil 

Total  Number  of  Notices 

complied  with. 

Number  Served. 

Verbal  Notices. 

Written  Notices. 

Number  complied  with 
before  service 

of  Final  Notice. 

Number  Served. 

Number  complied  with. 

To  remove  Foul  Accumulations  . . 

7 

5 

2 

7 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

7 

To  limewash  Slaughterhouses  and  Cow- 

sheds  . . . 

19 

19 

... 

19 

... 

... 

19 

To  cleanse  Urinals  and  Water-closets . 

13 

10 

3 

13 

... 

... 

... 

13 

To  remove  Manure,  Offal,  &c . 

20 

15 

5 

19 

I 

I 

I 

20 

To  clear  Blocked  Drain . 

26 

21 

5 

26 

... 

... 

•  *  * 

26 

To  discontinue  keeping  Pigs  so  as  to  be  a 

nuisance  . 

I 

I 

I 

1 

To  abate  Smoke  Nuisances  . 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

I 

I 

2 

To  provide  Receptacles  for  Manure,  Offal, 

3 

3 

... 

... 

3 

3 

3 

3 

&c . 

To  repair  defective  Manure  Receptacle  ... 

1 

.  .  . 

1 

... 

1 

1 

1 

1 

To  discontinue  Depositing  Refuse  in 

7 

7 

7 

... 

... 

7 

back  street .  . . . 

To  put  Stables  in  a  sanitary  condition  ... 

1 

... 

1 

... 

1 

1 

1 

1 

99 

( 

81 

18 

92 

8 

8 

8 

100 

The  following  were  handed  ©n  t©  the  Surveyor’s 
Department  and  there  received  attention 

Ashpits  full  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

To  clear  blocked  street  gulley  ...  ...  3 

To  clear  blocked  sewer  ...  ...  ...  1 

To  cleanse  manholes  ...  ...  ...  2 


Total 


«  •  • 


37 


Number  of  Bodies  of  Animals  found  on  the  Beach 

and  buried  during;  1896. 


Goats 

Sheep 

Dogs 

Cats 

Fowls 

Porpoises 


1 

4 

34 

8 

4 

2 


Total  ...  ...  ...  53 


Return  of  the  Number  of  Articles  Disinfected  with 
the  Hot-Air  Disinfecting  Chamber  after  the 
undermentioned  Diseases,  during  the  year 

1896. 


Articles  Disinfected 


Nature  of  Disease. 

Number  of  Persons  | 
attacked. 

Beds. 

j  i 

|  Blankets. 

1 

|  Bolsters. 

i 

|  Counterpanes. 

j  Palliasses  and  Mat¬ 
tresses 

|  Pillows. 

Sheets. 

1 

|  Wearing  Apparel 

(pieces) 

Sundries,  such  as 
Carpets,  etc. 

1 

Total 

1 

Scarlatina  . 

7 

9 

I  2 

9 

5 

r9 

15 

4 

26 

I7 

I  16 

Puerperal  Fever  ... 

i 

6 

7 

.  Total  . 

9 

I  2 

9 

5 

20 

2 1 

4 

26 

17 

123 

28 


Return  of  Number  of  Articles  Burnt  (at  Owner’s 
request)  after  infectious  Disease  during  the 

year  1896. 


Articles  Burnt 


Nature  of  Disease 

1  Number  of  Persons 
|  1  attacked 

|  Beds 

1 

Blankets 

|  Bolsters 

I 

j  Counterpanes 

|  Palliasses  and  Mat¬ 
tresses 

|  Pillows 

1 

c/) 

4 -> 

<V 

<D 

c n 

j  Wearirg  Apparel  | 

(pieces) 

1 

|  Sundries 

Total 

Scarlatina  . 

6 

9 

i5 

Total  . . 

6 

9 

i5 

(A)  TABLE  OF  DEATHS  during  the  year  1896,  in  the  Lytham  Urban  District  ;  classified  according  to  Diseases, 

Ages ,  and  Localities. 
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LYTHAM  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


Chart  illustrating  the  number  of  deaths  from  various  causes  and  the  principal  Meteorological  conditions  during 

the  Year  1896. 


Notes  +  Total  deaths  from  all  causes  for  each  month  are  indicated  by  a  H  Black  Column. 


Deaths  of  Children  under  one  year. 

□  Blue 

Deaths  of  persons  over  60  years 

H  Brown 

Deaths  from  Disease  of  the  respiratory  organs 

■  Red 

Deaths  from  Phthisis 

□  Yellow 

Deaths  from  Zymotic  disease 

IB  Purple 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea 

H  Green 

Deaths  from  Influenza 

Crossed 

Number  of  Infectious  cases  notified 

^Striped 

Estimated  population,  middle  of  1890,  5,285. 

Ascertained  population,  April,  1891,  4,656. 

Area  of  District,  2,2386  acres. 

Total  births  during  the  year,  113. 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  per  annum,  20  9. 

Total  deaths  during  the  year,  74. 

(less  those  of  persons  coming  from  outside  the  district)  57. 
Death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  per  annum,  107. 
Proportion  of  deaths  under  one  year  to  1,000  births,  150‘4. 


